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WELCOME to our 6 week Course brought to you by
Dallas Willard Ministries & JesusCollege.com
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THE DIVINE CONSPIRACY OVERVIEW
Session 2 - The Beatitudes Un-Puzzled

Book Chapter 4
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Session 1 Summary
Book Chapters 1-3

In an upside down, lost world
absent of moral knowledge,
goodness & beauty, with a
truncated gospel presented
by most Christians, the
master teacher Jesus opens
a doorway to a God bathed
world offering a life that is
really life through a daily
apprenticeship in His
Kingdom.




‘Jesus came among us to |
life for which we were made.
opened access to the
with Him, and set a foot a

/ He came very gently,
governance of God
conspiracy of freedom




What 1s the
Gospel of Jesus?







THE DIVINE CONSPIRACY OVERVIEW
Session 2 - The Beatitudes Un-Puzzled
Chapter 4 - Who 1s Really Well Oft?

Session @ — Three Key Ideas
The Beatitudes Un-Puzzled
Jesus the Teacher - How & What & Why He Taught His Way

The Beatitudes - Their Purpose Made Personal
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“4M 1Q” — Life’s Four Most Important Questions

@1l - What is reality?
A - The Kingdom of God.
% Repent, for the Kingclom of Heaven is at hand.”

Q& - Who is well off - living the good life?
A - Living in the direct availability of the Kingdom of God.
“Blessed are the , for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.’
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Q3 - Who is a good person?
A - One permeated with agape love.
YERONE your enemies and pray for those who Persecutc—: 9ou.”

@4 - How do I become a good person?
A - Become an apprentice of Jesus.
“Evergone who hears my words and Puts them into Practice IS

like a wise man...”



When Jesus saw the crowclsJ He went up on the mountain; and after He

sat down, His disciples came to Him. He opened His mouth and began to

teach them, saying,

3 “Blessed are the elelely in sl:)irit, for theirs is the kingclom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for theg shall be comforted.

S Blessed are the gentle, for theg shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for theg shall be satisfied.
[ Blessed are the merchcul, for theg shall receive mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heartj for theg shall see God.

9 Blessed are the Peacemakers, for theg shall be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who have been Persecutecl for the sake of riglﬁteousness) for theirs is

the kingclom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when People insult you and Persecute you, and Falselg say all kinds of

evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glacl, for your reward in heaven is great;

1COI" iﬂ thé same wag théﬂ PCFSCCUtCCl th@ PrOPthS WhO were bCFOFC 9OU.”
Matthew 5:1-12
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Key Idea #1 — The Puzzle of the Beatitudes

4M IQ #2 - Who is well off - living the good life?
A - “Living in the direct availability of the Kingdom of God.”

Living the good life is living the Beatitudes - the highest
expression of religious insight and moral inspiration.

How are we to live in response to them?
For many, they have proved to be a “pretty poison.”

“I can never be like that.”
(98-99)



In the midst of this mass of raw humanity,
Jesus teaches his students or apprentices,
== *1 along with all who hear about the meaning of
the availability * of the heavens. (100)

* His primary theme in this talk and in His life. (99)

“The Kingdom Among Us” — 38 X’s in the book

Spiritual Zeros under Heaven’s Care — “[Nirst/|_ast”

The poor in spirit are called ‘blessed’ by Jesus, not because
they are in a meritorious condition, but because, precisely in
spite of and in the midst of their ever so deplorable condition,
the rule of the heavens has moved redemptively upon and

through them by the grace of Christ. (102)

“The Great Inversion of Human Ideas about Rank” (88, 90, 121, 178)
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The Beatitudes - For Today or Not?

They [Beatitudes] are explanations and illustrations, drawn
from the immediate setting, of the present availability of the
Kingdom through personal relationship to Jesus...

in life circumstances that are beyond all hope.

The Beatitudes simply cannot be ‘§ood news’ if they are
understood ™ as a set of ‘how-to’s for achieving blessedness.

They would only then amount to a new legalism. (106)

They are announcements about the reality of the Kingdom of God.

*Demanding diligent, biblical, hermeneutical work!



o A “*‘«ﬁ Key Idea #2 — Jesus the Teacher

How, What & Why He Taught His Way

HOW - Concrete method of teaching with parables & life. (107)

WHAT - Correct common assumptions of the situation at hand
...To challenge our governing worldview. (107)

WHY - To speak words, to foster experiences that impact the
active flow of the hearer’s life. This is what Jesus did by the
way he taught. He tied his teachings to concrete events that

malke up the hearers’ lives.
He aimed his sayings at their hearts and habits. (114)

“Did you hear what that man said?”
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Idea #3 — Beatitudes Personalized Today

Blessed are you for yours is the Kingdom...now!
Who 1s on your list of “hopeless unblessables?” (122)

The condition of life sought for by human beings
through the ages is attained in the quietly
transforming friendship of Jesus. (124)

The rule of God is available to all in Jesus Himgelf
now loose in the world amongus. (116)




Jesus took time in His teaching to point out the
natural beauty of every human being. (123)

The personally condemned, silly teens & young adults,
crushed, immoral - “God’s grubby people.” (123-125)

“Blessed! Blessed! Blessed!
As they flee into the Kingdom Among Us.”




“It is the effulgence™ of the Kingdom among them.”

*Noun (def.) Radiant Splendor:Brilliance

(125)



LEL

% “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness,

how can it be made sa|t9 again? It 1s no longer goocl for

angthing, excePt to be thrown out and tramplecl underfoot.”

—

4 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot
be hidden. 15 Neither do People |ight = IamP and Put it under a

bowl. Instead theg put it on its stand, and it gives Iight to

everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, et your light shine

before o’thf:rsJ that they may see your good deeds and
Yl s S
glorhcy your Father in heaven.’
Matthew 5:13-16



Salt & Light

These little people, without any of the character or
qualifications humans insist are necessary, are the
only ones who can actually make the world work.

(125)




17 “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or
the ’Drol:)hets; | have not come to abolish them but to

fulfill them. 18 For trulg tell you, unti heaven and earth

disappear, not the smallest Ietter, not the least stroke of

a pen, il bg any means disaPPear from the Law until
evergthing IS accoml:)lisheci 19 Therefore anyone who sets
aside one of the least of these commands and teaches
others accorclinglg will be called least in the kingdom of
hé:a\/enJ but whoever Practices and teaches these
commands will be called greatin the kingclom of

heaven.20 For | tell you that unless your righteousness
SUrpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the
lawj you will certainlg not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:17-20



Fulfilling What God’s Righteous Law Looks Like
Matthew 5 :17-20

They had not heard just another powerless list of legalisms,
however pretty, and they knew it. They had heard an

upside down world being set right-side up. (126, 9, 13)

Jesus’ proclamation clearly dumped them—the rich,
educated, “well born”, popular, powerful—out of their
privileged position and raised ordinary people with
no human qualifications into the divine fellowship

by faith in Jesus. (127)




In Matthew 5:20 and following [the Sermon on

the Mount], Jesus will explain what the law really means

for human life under God. Exactly how they are to respect
the law and move beyond the righteousness of the scribes

and the Pharisees we shall see.  The Divine Conspiracy, p. 127
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“The Law and the Prophets had become a system of privilege.
That’s why Jesus slaps the whole system in the face with the Beatitudes.”

Dallas Willard, “The Human Side of Holiness”
“Life & Transformation” Session 14 @ 0:27:35




Q&C

Your Questions & Comments are welcome!

(Use the Q&A on the bottom of your Zoom screen)

.y

Q&A




B0:00 + 10K

Meditation — Matthew 5:1-1%

Application

1.) How does my belief put me in a place to engineer
my way into God’s good graces?

2.) What about Jesus as a Teacher strikes me —
what He said, how He said it, and/or why He said it?

3.) How am I cultivating my “quietly transforming
friendship with Jesus”? (124)



Related Teaching by Dallas

(R “The Beatitudes in Luke 6 &
= o Jesus’ Way of Teaching”
& ¢ #6 [39:30-1:10:15 (end of Session)]
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“The Puzzle of Beatitudes”
LINK: #7 [0:00-10:25]

Matthew 5:13-16 - “Blessed Obedience as Salt & Light”
LINK: #10 [30:35-42:50]

SOURCE: “The Divine Conspiracy” Lectures

Harvey Fellows Summer Institute - 2007
LINK: Notes - Jesus College Library

80:00 + 10K



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OLbbceqUu8&list=PLQ7tmLfYg7S8MPo-b73Q_-g3HYNMqLZ2Q&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNt0-naTqgk&list=PLQ7tmLfYg7S8MPo-b73Q_-g3HYNMqLZ2Q&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfQwc_PF3Gg&list=PLQ7tmLfYg7S8MPo-b73Q_-g3HYNMqLZ2Q&index=10&t=211s
https://0cff6d86-c6d7-495f-b3cc-0dd88c4b3c96.filesusr.com/ugd/257725_5c2dc071e8794ec3954d8ee906bd2b08.pdf

Session 8 Summary

Jesus presents the Kingdom
of God, even now, fully
available, affordable and
accessible to all including the
least, the last, and the lost,
those not only welcomed as
Kingdom citizens, but
empowered as Kingdom
ambassadors of the divine
life found in Jesus.
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Next — Session 3

“Being Salt & Light Daily”

Chapter 5 Readings: 129-131; 134-135; 142-143;
14'7-149; 158; 180-181; 183-185

Invite fellow co-conspirators?
Register — info@JesusCollege.com



mailto:info@JesusCollege.com

May the blessed
availability of the
Kingdom be obvious to
you and through you
to others in your next
10,000 minutes!

Doay




New Free Course
“The Spirit of the Disciplines”
Tuesdays, April 2 - June 11, 2024

30 Minutes weekly for 11 weeks I
Y N Two Tuesdg
Swmaen O AM - or- 4 PM (US Pacific = GMT -7 hours) ys

Does God change lives? If yes, how?  Join an international community
of Apprentices of Jesus learning from our Senior Apprentice Dallas Willard
realistic methods of transformation into the abundant With-God life

springing from the practice of grace-based spiritual disciplines. The Course
offers wise application, winsome affirmation and weekly accountability to
envision and experience intentional, Christlike thought and action.

~ Interactive Teaching ~ Power Point ~ Q&A
~ Study Guide ~ Completion Certificate

Led by Doug Webster, JESUS COLLEGE

Information or Registration — info@JesusCollege.com
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Information...Registration — JohnC@dwillard.org


mailto:JohnC@dwillard.org
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JESUS COLLEGE

\ cocd school

Apprentice to Master Love — //Nouns
“A Student of the Superior Benefactor”

Apprentice to Master Love — //Verbs
“Training to be proficient in willing the good”

@OneAfterJesus JesusCo”ege.com



http://JesusCollege.com

The Mission of Jesus College - To Empower Apprentices
of the Master of Love who know Jesus as the One,
great truth and to live a good life found in His truth.

The Vision of Jesus College - Equiping Trainers—Parents,
Pastors, Professionals, Professors, Politicians—to mentor
Senior Apprentices who will make Apprentices of Jesus.

Jdesus College Storehouse of Courses & Resources
* (18) FREE, ready-to-learn courses
* In-person gatherings
* 435+ FREE downloadable resources
* 8800+ pages of notes, slides, guides, links i3
...for a, good life in the person, work, JESUS COLLEGE
teachings and life of Jesus.

@OneAfterJesus JesusCo”ege.com


http://JesusCollege.com
https://www.jesuscollege.com/dallaswillardwriting-courses

