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Session 2 Review
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From the time of Creation, God desired to be with His
children. Israel’s one God promised Abraham he
would be a father of many nations and through his
heirs, a light to the Gentiles. The covenant is ful lled
through the perfect Jew, the hope of Israel — Jesus.
In the book of Acts, by the power of the name of Jesus
through His Kingdom, a holy, united church bore
witness of the Kingdom to all nations. The mission
continues in us today, should we be found obedient.

Jesus, Dallas & NT — The Book of Acts
Act III — “Paul and the Gentiles”

Session 3 - Book of Acts Teaching Sources
Dallas
“Acts” #2

0:00-18:30; 30:30-50:00

Talk Notes in the Study Guide - p. 23-24; 26-29

NT “Acts” Talk #3

(videos 14-21)

Talk Notes in the Study Guide - p. 48–54
Links posted on the Study Guide p. 3 & 9

I. The Acts Message

“Radical Messianic Eschatology”
• Eschatology - God’s long awaited new day has arrived.
• Messianic - Jesus is the true son of David, announced as such in
His resurrection, bringing to completion the purposes announced
to Abraham and extended in the Psalms to embrace the world.
• Radical - nothing in Paul’s or Barnabas’s background
had prepared them for this new state of
a airs…sti resistance and even violence.
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p. 54

I. The Acts Message
“The resurrection of Christ and the availability of
that life to everyone who trusts Him. The guidance
of the Kingdom of God over the activities of those
who are in the fellowship of disciples.”
Dallas, “Acts” Talk #2, 17:00
“From now on I will go the Gentiles” 18:6 (Corinth)
(9:15 & 22:21, 13:46)

“Everywhere Paul went, there were riots.
Everywhere I go, they serve tea.”
NT quoting a Bishop
“Acts” Talk #3 - Video 14 Intro

II. Paul & the Gentiles - An Overview
Acts 13-14 - Setting the Scene
Paul’s initial foray into the pagan world.
Acts 15 - Church Council
“Is it okay to take the Gospel to the pagans?”
Acts 16-20 - Paul’s Main Mission
“Testifying to the Gospel of grace” — Acts 20:24

“What a great page turner Acts is.”
NT, “Acts” Talk #4 - Video 14 Intro

II. Paul & the Gentiles (continued)
“Testifying to the Gospel of grace” — Acts 20:24
“Stunning one thing after another with a crescendo of him
preaching to hostile Jews, then Gentiles, then explanations of what
we are about. ‘Yes, we are di erent. Look at who we are, look at what
we are doing. We are not being wicked. We are actually keeping the
moral standards and actually making the peoples lives and
communities better’.”
“Underlying question - Is Paul a loyal Jew?
Is he actually a danger to Roman order?
Is Paul really plotting to destroy Judaism or
being loyal to the traditions?”
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NT, “Acts” Talk #3 - Video 14 @ 4:00

III. Setting the Scene Acts 13-14
“Christian mission is about radical transformation of life,
something which was already happening all over the place
in the early chapters of Acts.” NT, Acts for Everyone, p. 66
Open Doors & Opposition — Healing & Stoning in Lystra
Idolatry & Immorality
“Paganism looks at elements in the world and divinizes them and
worships them. In terms of people as Paul says in Romans looking
at the world which is full of God’s power and worshipping the
world instead of the God who made the world, worshipping and
serving the creature rather than the Creator.

NT, “Acts” Talk #3 - Video 16 @ 4:15

IV. The Jerusalem Council - Acts 15
Is it okay to take the gospel to the pagans?
“Deep in the heart of Old Testament prophecy, we have the
prediction of when God does for Israel what God will do for Israel,
the Gentiles will get in on the act. Of course they will because God
is the Creator. en the whole earth will be blessed.”
~ One Family at the Grace Table ~
Circumcision is out. Idolatry & Fornication are still forbidden.
NT, “Acts” Talk #3, Video 17 @ 7:00
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Free ebook Resource — “The Story of Acts 15” by NT Wright

e Church united…Paul & Barnabas divided.
“ e awful thing is they are both right. I suspect it has its roots in
Syrian Antioch con ict [Galatians 2:13]. ey were not very much
so unlike us. But, God blesses two missions.”
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NT, “Acts” Talk #3, Video 18 @ 5:35
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IV. The Jerusalem Council (continued)

V. Paul’s Main Mission
Tour 2 - 16:1-18:22 - Timothy, Conversion, Jail, Philosophers,
Priscilla & Aquila, Gallio

Tour 3 - 18:23-20:38 - Miracles, Riots, Town Clerk, Apollos,
Eutychus, Elders
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“ e Jewish and Christian critique of paganism [idolatry &
immorality] is not,
‘ You’re wrong, get out of here. It’s you’re picking up signals but you
don’t know how to interpret them. You need to step back from all the
ways you’ve been doing it wrong and here is how to do it right’.”
NT, “Acts” Talk #3, Video 20 @ 8:30
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Israel’s su ering Messiah - promised through Abraham, Exodus,
David, Exile and Hope beyond the Moses barrier - cruci ed and
resurrected as reigning King and Lord - “Kyrios” to bring all nations to the one family table of grace
through the love of One God.

V. The Acts Message — Then & Now
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“What you see is Jesus and the Kingdom are coming
together. They are not two things, they are one thing. If
you have a Kingdom without Jesus, you don’t have much
of a Kingdom. If Jesus without a Kingdom, you don’t
have much of a Jesus. They come together. With Paul
and others in the book of Acts, they are gradually
closing the gap.” Dallas, “Acts” Talk #2 @ 49:20
~~~
“ e Church has to learn how to declare that Jesus is Lord
and God raised Him from the dead and to do so in such
a way that the gospel of Jesus goes out into those cultures
and not just rejecting them, not a rming them as they
stand, but transforming them by planting the seeds of hope,
particularly planting these communities of faith that will then in
each place bear witness to the word of Jesus which is more powerful
than anything else.” NT, “Acts” Talk #3, Video 21 @ 8:00

Q&C
Your Questions & Comments are welcome!
(Use the Q&A on the bottom of your Zoom screen)

Meditation — Acts 11:1-18; 15:1-21
Application
V — What does it look like for me to remain in grace?
(Acts 13:43, 11:23)
I — Why don’t I accept both/and compromise instead of
either/or? (Acts 15)
M — Who is my Priscilla or Aquila mentor and Apollos
mentee? (Acts 18)

Session 3 Summary
“Paul’s missionary journeys were not simply aimed at
telling people about Jesus in order to generate inner
personal transformation and a new sense of ultimate,
hope, though both of those mattered vitally as well.
They were aimed at the establishment of a new kind
of Kingdom on Earth as in Heaven. A Kingdom with
Jesus as king. The Kingdom — Paul was quite
emphatic about this — that Israel’s God had always
intended to set up.”
NT, Paul, A Biography, p. 107

Next Week — Session 4 - Final
Jesus, Dallas & NT — The Book of Acts
Act IV — “Kingdom Beachheads - Then & Now
Acts 21:1-28:31
Dallas
“Acts” Talk #2 50:00 - 1:06:30 (end)
Talk Notes in the Study Guide - p. 28-31

NT “Acts” Talk #4

(videos 22-26)

Talk Notes in the Study Guide - p. 55-58

For Recorded Sessions + Slides, go to:
JesusCollege - Dallas Willard Courses Speaking
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May the truth of Jesus
ll your message as the
Spirit of Jesus powers
your mission in the
next 10,000 minutes,

Doug

Apprentice to Master Love — //nouns
“A Student of the Superior Benefactor”
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Apprentice to Master Love — //verbs
“Training to be pro cient in willing the good”

The Mission of Jesus College - To Empower Apprentices
to Master Love by knowing Jesus as the One, great truth
and live a good life found in such truth.
The Vision of Jesus College - To equip Trainers (Ministry
& Business Leaders, Parents) to mentor Leaders (Senior
Apprentices) to disciple Apprentices to Master love.
The Storehouse of Jesus College - 15 courses and over
340 FREE downloadable resources & links offering
the good life in the person, work, teachings & life of Jesus
through “Eyes to See” visual resources and “Ears to
Hear” audio resources, plus live and online gatherings.

@OneAfterJesus

JesusCollege.com

