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Session 16 Summary 

Disciples are made when, by 
God’s grace, we offer the 
knowledge of life with Jesus 
to foster intentional, willful 
belief through practice of 
the means to Christlikeness 
like learning to rid ourselves 
of anger.



Session Theme — With and by God’s grace, we focus the 
Church on making disciples immersed in the Trinity who 
actually do the things Jesus commanded. 

“Make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

follow all that I commanded you.”     Matthew 28:19-20 

Session 17 — discipleship in Local Congregations



Two Problems in the Local Congregations 

The Church is Distracted — We wind up paying attention 
to stuff that has nothing to do with what we probably in 
a sober moment, would say we're really here for. 

The Traditions — “Vessel vs. Treasure” - The problem 
comes when the vessel begins to replace the treasure 
and the treasure is left begging, or isn't really 
considered.   II Coriinthians 4:7 

Christians are routinely taught that the vessel is more 
important than the treasure. 

They didn't know Christlikeness was a part of the deal. 



The Fundamental Mistake of the Church 

“A fundamental mistake in much of the Western 
Church is that it takes as its basic goal to get as many 
people as possible ready to die and go to heaven. It 
aims to get people into heaven, rather than to get 
heaven into people and this requires that these people 
who are going to be in must be right on what is basic 
(and you can't really quarrel with that.) But it turns 
out that to be right on what is basic is to be right in 
terms of the particular church vessel, or tradition in 
question, not in terms of Christlikeness.” 

                                    p. 238



What Should We Do? — The Great Commission 

“Make disciples of all the nations” 

Make Disciples — In every group, there will be a 
number of people who have been waiting to hear, 
waiting for someone to make sense of eternal life.  

You have to teach them that one of their main lessons 
is what to do with people who are mad at them because 
they're causing problems. 



Objective Two - Trinity Fellowship not Performance 

The sufficiency of Christ to all is the basis of our 
efforts in gathering and service. Our only hope:  

“I have been given authority over all things”, and  
“Look, I'm with you every moment” 

MINISTERS — with time and experience, expect to 
receive from the Christ–with–them profundity of 
insight, sweetness and strength of character, and 
abundance of power to carry out the role… not tricks, 
techniques, only to speak Christ’s words from 
Christ’s character in the manifest presence of God.   

Renovation of the Heart, p. 247 (2002)



Teach Disciples to do What Jesus Commanded 
“Teaching them to follow all that I commanded you.” 

You take the people who are disciples in the Trinitarian 
fellowship and you teach them in such a way that they 
do the things that Christ illustrates in the Sermon on 
the Mount and elsewhere. You cannot say too many 
times “you do not take these as laws”. You take them as 
I've said as expressions of the life of a person who is 
maturely at home in the Kingdom of God.  

   FIRST - Expect people to become disciples who learn 
to do the things Jesus taught us to do. 

  SECOND - Announce you teach people to do the things 
Jesus said to do.



“The most important thing you can do is take care of yourself.”

“Watch over your heart with all diligence.”   Proverbs 4:23 

“Pay close attention to yourself and to the teaching; 
persevere in these things, for as you do this you will save 
both yourself and those who hear you.”   I Timothy 4:16 

Think in terms of the health and integrity of your own 
self and your message. That's success — what God gets 
out of your life is the person you become. 

Don’t try to make things happen. Abandon outcomes 
to God. Do your best, but don't try to control outcomes.



Closing Words from Dallas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Dkw-EGxvH4&list=PLQ7tmLfYg7S-n2X4RggALwnZ0kwBH9xME&index=18


Distraction results from not centering on the things 
we've been talking about, and if you’re centered on 
these, then whatever comes up will be dealt with in the 
body in a way that you can stay on course with 
discipleship, Trinitarian fellowship, and teaching 
people in a way that they actually do what Jesus said. 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you. May he 
make his face to shine on you. Be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look right at you, lift up his countenance 
upon you and give you peace. Amen.”

Closing Words from Dallas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Dkw-EGxvH4&list=PLQ7tmLfYg7S-n2X4RggALwnZ0kwBH9xME&index=18


Q&C
Your Questions & Comments are welcome!

(Use the Q&A on the bottom of your Zoom screen)



Meditation — Proverbs 4:23;  I Timothy 4:16 

V-I-M in your next 10,000 years… 

VISION — What does the church look like when it 
reflects what Jesus taught? 

INTENTION — What distraction, traditions or lack 
of devotion block my intentions and growth into 
Christlikeness? 

MEANS — What church leaders or group members 
are with me, or am I inviting on my journey into 
the human side of holiness?

† Cross Fit



Session 17 Summary 

The undistracted focus is to 
be disciples, not performing, 
but living in the Trinitarian 
fellowship who are learning 
from Jesus what He taught 
to do in our lives that He 
would do if He were we.



A CELEBRATION of COMPLETION 

Yahwehallelujah! 

From Dallas Willard Ministries & Jesus College 
to the Apprentices who complete the Course: 

“The Human Side of  Holiness” 





“Master’s in the Master”
A 3 year spiritual training as a student of history’s 

greatest teacher for apprentices who take their 
spiritual formation seriously.

A self-paced, community supported, spiritual 
transformation track through (15) courses to grow in 
Christlikeness guided by the works of Dallas 
Willard. This is a non-accredited but fully 
accountable and affirming journey with Jesus and 
fellow apprentices from around the world.



May your next 10,000 
minutes strengthen your 
side of holiness in the 
presence and power of 
Jesus to train you to 
reign with Him for the 
next 10,000 years! 

Your friend and fellow 
apprentice in the journey, 

Doug



THE SCHOOL  
of  

KINGDOM LIVING

Information…Registration — JohnC@dwillard.org

mailto:JohnC@dwillard.org


JesusCollege.com@OneAfterJesus

Apprentice to Master Love — //Nouns 
“A Student of the Superior Benefactor”

Apprentice to Master Love — //Verbs 
“Training to be proficient in willing the good”

http://JesusCollege.com


JesusCollege.com@OneAfterJesus

The Mission of Jesus College - To Empower Apprentices 
to Master Love by knowing Jesus as the One, great truth 
and live a good life found in such truth. 

The Vision of Jesus College - To equip Trainers (Ministry, 
Business Leaders, Parents) to mentor Leaders (Senior 
Apprentices) to disciple Apprentices to Master love.

The Storehouse of Jesus College - Over 395 FREE 
downloadable resources & links offering the good life in 
the person, work, teachings & life of Jesus through “Eyes 
to See” visual resources and “Ears to Hear” audio 
resources, plus gatherings live & online provided 
by JESUS COLLEGE.

http://JesusCollege.com
https://www.jesuscollege.com/dallaswillardwriting-courses
https://www.jesuscollege.com/dallaswillardwriting-courses

